RUSSIA  AND  THE  STRUGGLE  FOR A  MONOPOLY   OF  EMPIRE
to regard Russia as outside Europe, but that will not suit Hitler's
plans.
It is not merely a question of the Ukraine. A glance at the atlas
will make it clear that the geographical transitions between
central and eastern Europe are as gradual and insensible as the
ethnographical ones. Present conditions can yield no permanent
equilibrium, with part of the Slav peoples in Hitler's Europe and
part in the Soviet Union. The control of the Baltic and the no less
important control of the Balkans will remain a bone of contention
so long as an independent Soviet Union exists. Wherever Germany
can lay claim to oil sources, Russia will be under a menace, for
Germany will have no effective guarantee of her hold over them
until they are permanently and beyond all challenge in her
possession.
The teeming humanity of the east of Europe is also of im-
portance to him, with its inexhaustible excess of births over
western and central Europe. Militarily Hitler is a disciple of
Ludendorff, for whom the destruction of the Russian "steam
roller" was the greatest German achievement of the Great War: if
proper advantage had been taken of it, it would have freed not
only Germany but the world from a monstrous incubus: the
peril the West knew as the Pan-German menace was over-
shadowed by the irresistibly approaching Pan-Slav and Pan-
Asiatic menace. Such were the arguments also of the German
publicists and generals who, like General Hoffmann, continued
to hold, after the German defeat in 1918, that Germany must be
given the opportunity to destroy the rising Soviet Union for the
sake of European security and of a really lasting peace.
Russia belongs to Europe, and her Asiatic hinterland is a vast
new territory for settlement by all the peoples of Europe; they
should not allow the Mongols to keep them out of it. What
prospects this scheme offers to all the restless adventurers of all the
nations of the Continent, the men who do not want to enter the
Anglo-Saxon world, or who cannot do so! What vast oppor-
tunities these countries will offer when they are no longer under
Russian administration, but thrown open for the common use of
all the nations of central and eastern Europe, and made available
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